Dear Southport Sailing Foundation:

My name is Brendan Kopp, and I am writing to request a grant to help my crew (Mike Costello) and I compete in the 2008 US Youth Championship Regatta.  This year the regatta will take place in San Francisco, CA from June 26th to July 1st, including two days of pre-regatta tuning and clinic.  It is one of two National Championships that take place for youth sailors every year.  Youth Championships is not a ladder elimination, but rather the sailors are accepted by application.  This year there have been more than 70 applications, which will be narrowed down to about 30 competitors chosen to race at SFYC.  

This would be the second time I have raced at Youth Championships, the first being last summer where Mike and I placed 8th.  Mike and I began sailing together at the end of the 2007 summer season.  Our first regatta was Buzzards Bay Regatta, where our inexperience and lack of practice together showed (we finished in the 40’s in the 120 boat fleet).  However, we decided we would set our sights on the Orange Bowl Regatta held every year over Christmas break in Miami, FL.  After four months of cold training leading up to the regatta we were rewarded with a 9th place finish in the very competitive fleet.  It showed us how well we worked together, and we committed to train as hard as possible for an intense summer (2007) of racing together.  

So, this past summer we tried to do as many of the major regattas as possible, and were able to gain a lot of experience, have a lot of fun, and be very successful.  Some highlights of the summer were our 8th place finish at Youth Champs, and top 2 finishes at Hyannis Regatta, Falmouth Regatta, and Buzzards Bay Regatta.  From there we capped the season off by winning the Bemis Doublehanded National Championship.  We were especially proud to win not only the regatta, but also be awarded the sportsmanship trophy for the event (which for me is made even more special by the fact that we are the only team to ever win the award, as opposed to a single person).  

This year I have continued to sail as much as possible despite studying abroad in Italy.  As soon as I got to Italy I began looking around for places to sail, and was lucky enough to have the help of someone I met sailing on the Cape last summer (one of the great things about the small and generous sailing community!).  After sailing a bit in Finns on a nearby lake I found a very competitive laser team and have been sailing with them since last fall.  In addition, I went back to the US over Christmas break to race in Orange Bowl again with Mike.  

As I look to the future I am happy to say that it is full of sailing opportunities!  Next year I will go to Harvard where I will get to sail on a top-level team on the Charles.  In addition, my crew Mike and I are considering buying a 470 and joining the class.  That way we would be able to gain valuable experience in a new boat, compete in 470 regattas, and continue to sail together throughout college.  It is both of our dreams to some day represent the US in the Olympic Games, and though it would be an extremely difficult goal to reach, when I look at how much we have progressed in such a short time together it seems possible.  One of the main reasons that we are trying for this grant is that we would be able to put more money aside for a 470.

In the past I have paid for my regatta expenses by mowing lawns all summer and babysitting throughout the year.  In addition Pequot Yacht Club was nice enough to cover some costs for the Bemis National Championship regatta this past summer.  This year I will be coaching at Cedar Point Yacht Club to earn more money for sailing expenses.       

The following is an estimated budget of expenses related to the Youth Championship Regatta for both Mike and myself:

	Item 
	Cost

	Travel (2 NYC-SFO round trip flights)
	$850

	Entry Fee ( x 2 ) 
	$600

	Charter Boat Fee 
	$400

	Total
	$1850


