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Match racing is the best discipline in sailing for a number of reasons. The 
quick, two-lap race format emphasizes the need for perfect boat-handling 
and teamwork from the crew. Becoming a match racer will improve all 
DVSHFWV�RI�\RXU�VDLOLQJ��VSHFLÀFDOO\�\RXU�WLPH�RQ�GLVWDQFH�VNLOOV��VWDUWLQJ�OLQH�
positioning, understanding of the rules, short-course strategy and boat-
on-boat tactics. Additionally, the tournament-style format maximizes the 
number of races per day and puts extra pressure on each win.

 “I started match racing in college and was instantly hooked on the 
game. I love how it requires you to come up with a game plan to knock 
out the opponent based on the wind, current, position, course strategy 
and racing rules of sailing. The team dynamic is crucial to success, as 
everyone has to think on their toes and act in the moment to adapt to 
constant changes. There is a physical and mental component to this 
type of sailing that is unlike any other sailing I have done and for that 
reason I am totally hooked!” 

- Stephanie Roble, ranked #5 in the ISAF Women’s World 
Rankings

 “I’m addicted to the fast, aggressive nature of match racing. I 
KDYH�EHHQ�HYHU�VLQFH�P\�ÀUVW�-XQLRU�*ROG�&XS�LQ�������ZKHQ�,�
VDZ�3HWHU�+ROPEHUJ�DW�WKH�%HUPXGD�*ROG�&XS��,�ZDV�LPSUHVVHG�
by how the event drew all the best match racers in the world, 
and I knew I wanted to be a part of it someday. I now race at the 
highest level on the World Match Racing Tour, and it’s always 
D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�EDODQFH�ÁHHW�UDFH�WDFWLFV�DQG�ERDW�RQ�ERDW�
strategy. There is never a dull moment.”
 
²7D\ORU�&DQÀHOG��6NLSSHU�RI�7HDP�86�2QH�������0DWFK�
5DFLQJ�:RUOG�&KDPSLRQ

�����$PHULFDҋV�&XS�ZLQQLQJ�
VNLSSHU�-LPP\�6SLWKLOO��2UDFOH�
7HDP�86$��ZDV�DVNHG��

How did you get onto the path 
towards professional sailing and 
XOWLPDWHO\�WKH�$PHULFDҋV�&XS"

“We started doing youth match racing 
around the age of 16, and the reason 
for that was we couldn’t really afford 
a boat to do the Olympics or to take it 
too seriously, but with this match racing 
route the boats are provided and they are 
all the same, and when you did the circuit 
all the boats were provided again. So you 
just had to really come up with the money 
IRU�WKH�ÁLJKWV�

“The match racing circuit was a great way 
to get out there with a young team and 
learn how to compete as a team. You’re on 
the road. You have to learn to deal with the 
different personalities; the pressures. It’s 
tough. But it’s so rewarding when you get it 
right and you can do it with a bunch of people 
that you really enjoy spending time with. It’s 
the ultimate, and that feeling is very addictive, 
especially when you begin to get it on a bigger 
scale.”

7KH�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�
Fever



:KHUH�WR�%HJLQ��+RZ�WR�)LQG�5HJDWWDV�DQG�&OLQLFV
One way is to open the document called US Sailing List of Match Racing 
&RQWDFWV� and look for clubs and centers in your area. Then email the contacts, 
introduce yourself, and ask them what the match racing opportunities are at their 
clubs and centers. Another way is to go to the US Sailing and other calendars 
�ÀQG�OLQNV�RQ�SDJH����DQG�ORRN�IRU�HYHQWV�WKDW�DUH�HLWKHU�LQ�\RXU�DUHD�RU�WKDW�
interest you; then contact the person listed for that event for more information 
DQG�DVVLVWDQFH��&OLQLFV�DURXQG�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DUH�DOVR�OLVWHG�DW�WKH�1RUWK�8�VLWH�
�VHH�SDJH�����

7KH�,QYLWDWLRQ�3URFHVV

0DWFK�5DFH�*UDGLQJ�5HJXODWLRQV
Match race regattas must limit the number of skippers at each event because 
venues are required to supply the boats for competitors. Most events are 
OLPLWHG�WR�������RU����VNLSSHUV��(YHQW�RUJDQL]HUV�DFFHSW�´UHTXHVWV�IRU�
invitation” from sailors, and selectively issue invitations based on certain 
criteria set forth by ISAF per each level event 1-5, 1 being the highest.

*UDGH��ҋV�DQG��ҋV���WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�S\UDPLG

$V�HQWU\�OHYHO�PDWFK�UDFH�UHJDWWDV��*UDGH��ҋV�DQG��ҋV�DUH�FDVXDO�ZLWK�
D�IRFXV�RQ�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��7KHUH�LV�QR�JUDGLQJ�VSHFLÀF�
FRPSHWLWRU�FULWHULRQ��VNLSSHU�UDQNLQJ�GRHVQҋW�PDWWHU�DV�PXFK��*UDGH��ҋV�
are the best place to familiarize yourself with match racing in a low-
SUHVVXUH�HQYLURQPHQW��*UDGH��ҋV�FDQ�EH�VLQJOH�GD\�HYHQWV��ZKHUHDV�
*UDGH��ҋV�PXVW�EH�KHOG�RYHU�WZR�GD\V�

*UDGH��

*UDGH��ҋV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�OHYHO�UHJDWWDV��DQG�WKH\�XVXDOO\�IHDWXUH�
a mix of new and experienced teams. The grading regulations for 
*UDGH��ҋV�DUH�VWULFWHU�WKDQ�WKH�*UDGH��ҋV��EXW�VWLOO�DOORZ�IRU�QHZ�PDWFK�
racers to compete. ISAF requires these events to have at least 8 
WHDPV������RI�ZKLFK�PXVW�HLWKHU�EH�D�GLIIHUHQW�QDWLRQDOLW\�WKDQ�WKDW�
RI�WKH�KRVW�QDWLRQ�25�KDYH�WUDYHOOHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����NP�IURP�WKHLU�
ordinary place of residence to the event venue. (This restriction is 
ZDLYHG�IRU�QDWLRQDO�FKDPSLRQVKLSV���)RU�H[SHULHQFHG�UDFHUV��*UDGH�
�ҋV�DUH�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�VWDUW�PDWFK�UDFLQJ�

*UDGH��
*UDGH��ҋV�RIWHQ�VHUYH�DV�TXDOLÀHUV�IRU�*UDGH���
events. They are generally much more competitive 
WKDQ�*UDGH��ҋV�DQG�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�SURFHVV�LV�KLJKO\�
VHOHFWLYH��6RPH�*UDGH��ҋV�KDYH�SUL]H�PRQH\��,6$)�
UHTXLUHV�WKDW�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�FRPSHWLWRUV�DW�WKLV�OHYHO�EH�
composed of international and highly ranked teams. 
0RUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\��WKH����WRS�UDQNHG�VNLSSHUV�LQ�WKH�
ÀHOG�RI�FRPSHWLWRUV�PXVW�EULQJ�D�FHUWDLQ�QXPEHU�RI�
´VNLSSHU�SRLQWVµ��VHH�ER[��ZKLFK�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�
VNLSSHUҋV�,6$)�UDQNLQJ���PRQWKV�SULRU�WR�WKH�HYHQW��
2SHQ�*UDGH��ҋV�UHTXLUH����SRLQWV��:RPHQҋV�*UDGH�
�ҋV�UHTXLUH����SRLQWV��6HH�WKH�WDEOH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�IRU�WKH�
breakdown of skipper points per ranking position. 

ISAF Ranking Skipper Points
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*UDGH��
This is the highest level of ISAF grading below the World Match 
Racing Tour. The same skipper point policy applies from the 
*UDGH����H[FHSW�WKDW�*UDGH��ҋV�PXVW�KDYH�����VNLSSHU�SRLQWV�IRU�
2SHQ�HYHQWV�DQG����IRU�:RPHQҋV�HYHQWV��*UDGH��ҋV�RIWHQ�KDYH�
prize money and are the most selective invitation process.

http://racing.ussailing.org/Match_Racing/Match_Racing_Resources/Match_Race_Contacts.htm
http://racing.ussailing.org/Match_Racing/Match_Racing_Resources/Match_Race_Contacts.htm


+RZ�WR�6WDUW�<RXU�&DPSDLJQ��6ROLGLI\�D�7HDP
By Alice Manard Leonard

7KH�ÀUVW�VWHS�LQ�VROLGLI\LQJ�\RXU�PDWFK�UDFH�WHDP�LV�WR�GHÀQH�WKH�WHDP�\RX�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�EXLOG��7KLV�SURFHVV�LQYROYHV�
DVNLQJ�\RXUVHOI�D�IHZ�NH\�TXHVWLRQV��+RZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�GR�ZH�QHHG�WR�KDYH�RQ�RXU�WHDP"�:KDW�W\SH�RI�FRPPLWPHQW�DUH�
ZH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�IURP�WKH�WHDP�PHPEHUV"�

The size of the team will be primarily driven by the types of boats and events you plan to sail. Most match races require 
D�WHDP�RI���WR���VDLORUV��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�ERDWV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�DQ�2SHQ�RU�:RPHQҋV�HYHQW��,I�\RX�DUH�DQ�DOO�
IHPDOH�WHDP�SODQQLQJ�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�VHYHUDO�2SHQ�HYHQWV�LQ�6ZHGLVK�0DWFK���V��\RXҋOO�QHHG�D�IDLUO\�ODUJH�WHDP��,I�\RX�
SODQ�WR�FRPSHWH�PDLQO\�LQ�HYHQWV�XVLQJ�-���V�RU�6RQDUV��\RXU�WHDP�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WKH�VPDOOHU�VLGH�

It’s also important to understand what type of commitment you expect from each team member and what they are 
DEOH�WR�FRPPLW�WR��<RX�GRQҋW�QHFHVVDULO\�QHHG������FRPPLWPHQW�IURP�DOO�WHDP�PHPEHUV�IRU�HYHU\�HYHQW��%XW�JRRG�
teamwork and communication go a long way in match racing, so it pays to have a consistent crew list. As you build 
your team, make sure you communicate with your teammates about the planned schedule and their ability to commit 
to those events.

7KH�QH[W�VWHS�LQ�VROLGLI\LQJ�\RXU�WHDP�LV�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�VSHFLÀF�VNLOOV�DQG�DELOLWLHV�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LQ�\RXU�WHDP�
members. It’s important for a match racing team to have individuals who are strong in a few key areas, particularly 
sail trim and tactical knowledge. The pace and intensity of match racing make the crew a critical factor in tactical 
decision making and boat speed. While some team members may already bring these skills to the team, a 
teammate who is willing to invest in learning these key skills can be just as valuable in the long run.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VSHFLÀF�VNLOOV�DQG�DELOLWLHV��\RX�QHHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�VL]H�DQG�VWUHQJWK�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�HDFK�UROH�
RQ�WKH�ERDW�DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�WHDP�ZHLJKW���6RPH�UROHV��WULPPHUV��IRU�H[DPSOH��UHTXLUH�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI�VWUHQJWK�
and athleticism in order to effectively execute the fast-paced boat handling needed for match racing. Your bow 
person will also need to be strong and agile, but is likely to be one of the smaller team members in order to 
PDLQWDLQ�WKH�SURSHU�ZHLJKW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�ERDW��$QG��JHQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��LQ�NHHOERDWV�LWҋV�EHQHÀFLDO�
WR�VDLO�DV�FORVH�WR�WKH�ZHLJKW�OLPLW�DV�SRVVLEOH��)RU�PRVW�2SHQ�HYHQWV�WKH�ZHLJKW�OLPLW�LV�����NJ������OEV��
PXOWLSOLHG�E\�WKH�WHDP�VL]H��IRU�:RPHQҋV�HYHQWV�WKH�ZHLJKW�OLPLW�LV���NJ������OEV��PXOWLSOLHG�E\�WKH�WHDP�VL]H��
So consider your overall team size when identifying potential team members.

7KH�ÀQDO�FULWHULRQ�WR�FRQVLGHU�LQ�SXWWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�\RXU�PDWFK�UDFLQJ�WHDP�LV�SHUVRQDOLW\��<RX�DQG�\RXU�
WHDPPDWHV�ZLOO�VSHQG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�WUDYHOLQJ�DQG�UDFLQJ�WRJHWKHU��7R�NHHS�WKLQJV�IXQ�DQG�
productive, it’s important that you and your teammates not only enjoy each other’s company, but also display 
mutual respect for one another. Your teammates don’t have to be your best friends, but they do need to be 
people you are comfortable with and enjoy competing with.



+RZ�WR�5HTXHVW�DQ�,QYLWDWLRQ

)LUVW�RI�DOO��\RX�VKRXOG�UHDFK�RXW�WR�HYHQW�RUJDQL]HUV�DQG�DVN�LI�WKH\�KDYH�D�VSHFLÀF�´5HTXHVW�)RU�,QYLWDWLRQµ�IRUP�\RX�FDQ�
submit. In your initial outreach, attach your sailing resume to provide information about you and your team. On paper, this 
LV�ZKDW�HYHQW�RUJDQL]HUV�ORRN�DW�ÀUVW�ZKHQ�HYDOXDWLQJ�SURVSHFWLYH�VNLSSHUV�

ISAF Ranking 
�� <RXU�UDQNLQJ���PRQWKV�SULRU�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�HYHQW�LV�XVHG�IRU�JUDGLQJ�SXUSRVHV
�� Include your highest ISAF ranking, month and year
�� If you are unranked, provide a strong sailing resume and explain your sailing successes 
��
6DLOLQJ�5HVXPH
�� Keep it to a page! 
�� Draw attention to your strengths, and paint a picture of your team
�� See the example resume below

1DWLRQDOLW\�+RPHWRZQ��*UDGH������DQG��ҋV�UHTXLUH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLYHUVLW\�RI�VNLSSHUV��VR�LQGLFDWH�\RXU�FXUUHQW�
hometown and include your ISAF ID, which shows your nationality. 

�
SKIPPER NAME, TEAM NAME 
ISAF Rank: xx (date), skipper age and hometown 

Contact info: email: team/skipper email,  
Facebook: team page? (not individual) 

             
OBJECTIVE STATEMENT: Explain your team’s background, campaign and goals in 3-4 sentences.  
             
TEAM BIO: Answer the following questions: Who are you? Who is on your team? What are you trying to 
accomplish?  
             
SAILING EXPERIENCE  
 
Match Racing: Include the highlights of your match race experience. (up to 10)�

� Regatta Name, grade & year, finish / number of boats competing, position onboard 
� Clinic Name, coach, year, position onboard 

 
Keelboat Racing: Explain your keelboat experience as a skipper and/or crew. If event organizers can’t offer 
you a skipper invitation, they will often recommend you as crew so you can familiarize yourself with the venue 
and boats first. (mention 5 of the best) 

� Regatta Name, grade & year, finish/ number of boats competing, position onboard 
 
Fleet Racing: if you do not have much match racing or keelboat experience, demonstrate that you are a 
competitive sailor and would bring value to the event in other ways. (5-7 bullet points here) 

� Teams you have been on – college, high school, keel boats or local teams – and the role you 
played. For example, “captain of college sailing team and starting crew, ’00-‘04” 

� Junior Sailing – name a couple (not many!) big junior sailing accomplishments 
             



+RZ�WR�0DUNHW�DQG�)XQG�<RXU�&DPSDLJQ
By Alice Manard Leonard

There’s no question about it: match racing can get expensive! The cost of entry fees, team travel expenses, 
WHDP�JHDU�DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�ORVW�GDPDJH�GHSRVLW�DGG�XS�TXLFNO\��(YHQ�IRU�D�WHDP�FRPSHWLQJ�UHJLRQDOO\�DW�WKH�
*UDGH�����OHYHO��WKLV�H[SHQVH�FDQ�EH�GDXQWLQJ��2XWVLGH�RI�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�UDQNV��PRVW�PDWFK�UDFHUV�H[SHFW�WR�
XVH�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�IXQGV�WR�FRYHU�DW�OHDVW�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[SHQVH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VRXUFHV�RI�ÀQDQ-
cial support that can be tapped into to help offset some of the expense. These include individual donors, yacht 
clubs or foundations that support sailors.

7KH�ÀUVW�VWHS�LQ�PDUNHWLQJ�\RXU�FDPSDLJQ�LV�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�WDUJHWV�IRU�\RXU�PDUNHWLQJ�HIIRUWV��7KH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�
channels are those with which you have a personal connection. This can include individuals you know personally, 
\RXU�\DFKW�FOXE�V��RU�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�\RXU�DUHD��7KHVH�VKRXOG�EH�\RXU�ÀUVW�OLQH�RI�PDUNHWLQJ�WDUJHWV��6HFRQGDULO\��
you should consider targets where you might not have as strong of a connection, but there is some reason to 
EHOLHYH�WKH\�PD\�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�\RXU�FDPSDLJQ��$QG�ÀQDOO\��PDVV�PDUNHWLQJ�ZLOO�KHOS�EXLOG�\RXU�WHDP�
‘brand’ and could generate future leads as your team progresses. 

Regardless of who you are targeting, you’ll need to get organized in order to effectively market your campaign. 
This starts with the basics: team goals and objectives, schedule, budget, and team member bios. Your goals, 
objectives and team member bios can be publicized on a team website or Facebook page for a wider audience to 
see. Your schedule and budget don’t necessarily need to be publically available, but should be ready to provide to 
prospective donors at any time.

When it comes to developing marketing materials, there is no substitute for great photos of your team in action on 
WKH�UDFH�FRXUVH��$QG�WKH�EHVW�VDLOLQJ�VKRWV�DUH�RI�WHDPV�WKDW�ORRN�VKDUS�LQ�WKHLU�WHDP�JHDU��(YHQ�LI�\RX�DUHQҋW�D�SUR��
it pays to look like one! In addition to making for better pictures, team gear is also more likely to attract the eye of the 
on-the-water photographers at events, which increases your chances of getting those great action shots you need. 
Try to get a yacht club, foundation or local retailer to provide at least team shirts or pinnies. Otherwise, the cost of a 
IHZ�VKLUWV�SLQQLHV�WR�PDNH�\RXU�WHDP�ORRN�VKDUS�LV�ZHOO�ZRUWK�LW�

Once you have your team’s marketing materials developed, it’s time to make the “ask”. When deciding who to ask, how 
much to ask for, and how to ask, keep in mind the following tips:
�� :DUP�XS�WR�LW��*HW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�GRQRU�IRXQGDWLRQ�\DFKW�FOXE�UHS�DQG�IDPLOLDUL]H�WKHP�ZLWK�\RXU�PDWFK�UDFLQJ�HIIRUWV�

before making the ask. Once they are familiar with and enthusiastic about your campaign, then approach them with 
your funding request.

�� Face to face: Whenever possible, make your request in person. It’s easy for someone to say no to you over email or 
to discard something mailed to them. It’s much harder to say no to your smiling, enthusiastic face!

�� $VN�IRU�D�VSHFLÀF�DPRXQW��,WҋV�KHOSIXO�WR�GRQRUV�LI�\RX�JLYH�WKHP�JXLGDQFH�RQ�KRZ�PXFK�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKHP�WR�FRQ-
tribute. If they are going to donate to your campaign, they will take your guidance into consideration and then decide 
KRZ�PXFK�WR�GRQDWH��,W�PD\�EH�OHVV�WKDQ�\RX�DVNHG�IRU��EXW�DW�OHDVW�\RX�VHW�WKH�EDU�DW�\RXU�WDUJHW�ÀJXUH��,I�\RX�GRQҋW�
provide them with guidance, you could end up leaving money on the table if the donor underestimates your objec-
tives. And, if they aren’t going to donate anyway, then there is no harm done by asking for an amount.

��Don’t take “no” personally: Fundraising is tough and can be awkward for a lot of people. And you will get many more “no’s” 
than “yes’s”. Keep in mind that the “no’s” aren’t personal. Donors may have already made all of their commitments for 
WKH�\HDU��2U�WKH\�PD\�QRW�EH�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�ÀQDQFLDOO\�VXSSRUW�\RX�DW�WKLV�WLPH��%XW�E\�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKRVH�FRQQHFWLRQV�
even after a “no”, you can build a strong, enthusiastic fan base. And who knows what might happen down the road.

�� ��5HPHPEHU�´WKDQN�\RXµ��+DQG�ZULWWHQ�WKDQN�\RX�QRWHV�WR�HYHU\�GRQRU��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�WKH\�FRQWULEXWH��DUH�D�
great way to show your appreciation for their support. Take the time to write a short, personal note to every donor, let-
WLQJ�WKHP�NQRZ�KRZ�WKHLU�FRQWULEXWLRQ�KHOSHG�\RXU�WHDP��UHJDWWD�UHVXOWV�DQHFGRWHV��HWF����)XQGUDLVLQJ�LV�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�
relationships; and a timely, sincere thank-you note is one of the key building blocks.

:KHQ�\RXU�FDPSDLJQ�XS�DQG�UXQQLQJ��VRFLDO�PHGLD�LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�NHHS�\RXU�VXSSRUWHUV�XS�WR�GDWH�RQ�\RXU�SURJUHVV��(PDLO�
updates can be useful as well, but after a long day on the water it’s often hard to summon the energy to write a recap of your 
day. Social media allows you to quickly and effectively provide a large audience with quick updates, links to results, etc.



:KHUH�WR�ORRN�IRU�*UDQW�0RQH\

7KH�&OHYHU�3LJ�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�FOHYHUSLJ�RUJ��LV�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�VWDUW�ZKHQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
JUDQWV�LQ�DLG��<RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�OLVW�RI�IRXQGDWLRQV�WKDW�VSRQVRU�MXQLRU�DQG�
young adult sailors.  Several grant foundations and major yacht clubs also sponsor sail-
RUV�IURP�WKHLU�UHJLRQ�VSHFLÀFDOO\��$QRWKHU�SODFH�WR�VWDUW�LV�FRQWDFWLQJ�D�´ORFDO�KHURµ�DQG�
asking if they can recommend you to a local grant foundation or yacht club. 

Sponsorship Proposal
(DFK�IRXQGDWLRQ�KDV�D�VSHFLÀF�DSSOLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV��EXW�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�IRU�D�VSRQ-
sorship proposal are usually similar:

���&RYHU�/HWWHU��,QWURGXFH�\RXUVHOI�DQG�H[SODLQ�ZK\�\RX�DUH�ZULWLQJ�

���5HVXPH�²�EH�VXUH�WR�WDLORU�\RXU�JHQHULF�VDLOLQJ�UHVXPH�WR�WKH�JUDQW�IRXQGDWLRQ�

���6SRQVRUVKLS�3URSRVDO�²�VRPH�IRXQGDWLRQV�ZLOO�DFFHSW�\RXU�IXOO�VSRQVRUVKLS�
proposal, which should include:

�� 7HDP�%LR�V��DQG�0LVVLRQ�6WDWHPHQW������SDJHV�
�� 6FKHGXOH�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�3URJUDP��KDOI�D�SDJH�
�� 7HDP�5HVXOWV�DQG�RU�,QGLYLGXDO�5HVXPHV��QR�PRUH�WKDQ�����SDJHV�
�� 7HDP�%XGJHW�²�VHH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ
�� 6SRQVRUVKLS�/HYHOV�DQG�$FWLYDWLRQ²�VHH�H[DPSOH
�� Description of Media Outlets - Facebook, Twitter, Website or Blog (include 

´UHDFKµ�VWDWLVWLFV�ZKHQ�SRVVLEOHµ�
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([DPSOH�RI�6SRQVRUVKLS�/HYHOV��ERUURZHG�IURP�
(SLF�5DFLQJ�7HDP��6WHSKDQLH�5REOH�

� � PLATINUM SPONSOR: $30,000.00- Title Sponsor 
� Naming rights of the team 
� Premium XL logo on all uniforms and media  
� Company flag flown from yacht whenever possible 
� 1st sponsor recognition in all media/ceremony speeches 
� Invitation to all opening and closing ceremonies  
� Team engagement opportunities during promotional  
 events, clinics, private coaching, etc.  

 
GOLD SPONSOR: $15,000.00 

� Large logo on sleeve of all uniforms 
� Large logo placement on website 
� Recognition in all media/ceremony speeches 
� Large sponsor logo in all media releases 
� Invitation to all opening and closing ceremonies & VIP 

access to event whenever possible  
� Team engagement opportunities negotiable  

 
SILVER SPONSOR: $5,000.00 

� Medium logo on back of racing uniforms and website 
� Recognition in all media/ceremony speeches 
� Medium sponsor logo in all media releases 
� Team engagement opportunities possible  

 
BRONZE SPONSOR: $1,000.00 

� One small logo where best fits on uniforms 
� Small logo placement on website  
� Recognition in media/ceremony speeches 
� Small sponsor logo in all media releases 

 
ASSOCIATE SPONSOR: $500.00 or less 

� Name/logo on website in donor page 
� Small logo in media releases 
 
The donation of airline miles is also greatly  
   appreciated. �



:KDW�WR�([SHFW�DW�D�0DWFK�5DFH�5HJDWWD

0DWFK�UDFH�UHJDWWDV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�PRVW�ÁHHW�UDFH�UHJDWWDV�LQ�D�IHZ�ZD\V��'R�WKH�
research beforehand and make sure your team is prepared. 

5HDG�WKH�125
�� Know the schedule - some events are mandatory for the skipper to attend, 

such as skipper’s meetings or press conferences.
�� Some venues require that all sailors have or wear life jackets. 
�� )LQG�RXW�ZKDW�IRRG�DQG�RU�ZDWHU�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG��PDWFK�UDFH�GD\V�DUH�ORQJ�

%H�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�ZHLJK�LQ
�� (YHU\�,6$)�JUDGHG�HYHQW�ZLOO�KDYH�D�ZHLJK�LQ��7KH�DYHUDJH�FUHZ�ZHLJKW�

VKRXOG�EH�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�125��
�� Assign target weights for team members and make sure your team is com-

fortable. Make sure crew members know what time the weigh-in will occur 
so they can bring light shorts and tee shirt in case your team is close.

�� Teams that do not make weight will not be able to compete.

0DNH�D�EUHDN�GRZQ�NLW
�� Bring a couple rolls of electrical tape.
�� %HFDXVH�ERVXQV�FDQҋW�KHOS�À[�UHSDLUV�GXULQJ�UDFHV��\RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�

some extra pins, split rings, extra tell tales and small shackles. 
�� Keep the bag small. You will have to rotate boats with it, and you don’t 

want to add extra weight to the boat.

0DWFK�UDFLQJ�VSHFLÀF�HTXLSPHQW
�� Buy a Y-Flag. 
�� *ORYHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�FUXFLDO�IRU�DOO�FUHZ�RQERDUG�H[FHSW�WKH�VNLSSHU�
�� Sun screen
�� *DOORQ�VL]HG�=LSORF�EDJ���VRPH�VNLSSHUV�OLNH�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�SDLULQJ�

sheet in a baggie so it doesn’t get wet.



+RZ�WR�*HW�%HWWHU�DW�0DWFK�5DFLQJ
By Dave Perry

One effective way to learn and improve in match racing is to go to a clinic. See 
WKH�VFKHGXOH�RI�FOLQLFV�RQ�WKH�1RUWK�8�ZHEVLWH��,I�WKHUH�LV�QRW�D�FOLQLF�QHDU�\RX��
and there is interest in match racing in your area, you or someone from your area 
VKRXOG�FRQWDFW�1RUWK�8�DERXW�VHWWLQJ�RQH�XS��0DQ\�UHJDWWDV�KDYH�D�FOLQLF�DV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�UHJDWWD��RIWHQ�FDOOHG�´FOLQHJDWWDVµ���WKHVH�DUH�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�JHW�
some instruction and coaching, as well as some actual racing.
 
Another very effective way to learn is to crew for an experienced match racer 
LQ�WUDLQLQJ�RU�D�UHJDWWD��&RQWDFW�WKH�RUJDQL]HUV�RI�HYHQWV�DQG�WHOO�WKHP�\RX�DUH�
interested in crewing. They can pass your name along, or give you the names 
and emails of the skippers in their event or area. Or if you know some active 
match racers, offer to crew for them.

%H�VXUH�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�H[FHOOHQW�'9'ҋV�DQG�WH[WV�SOD\ERRNV�WKDW�DUH�
DYDLODEOH�DERXW�PDWFK�UDFLQJ��7KH\�DUH�DOO�DFFHVVLEOH�RQ�WKH�1RUWK�8�ZHEVLWH�
�VHH�SDJH������7KH�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�3OD\ERRN�,�ZURWH��SXEOLVKHG�E\�1RUWK�8��
also contains pages of drills for one and two boats that will quickly improve 
your match racing.

All you need to try it yourself is two boats. Set a starting line and a windward 
mark, and go at it. Do the drills in the Playbook, do lots of practice starts, 
WKHQ�GR�VRPH�UDFHV��,I�WKH�VSLQQDNHU�KDQGOLQJ�LV�QRW�ÁXHQW�\HW��GR�WKH�
match race training without spinnakers, and then do some dedicated 
spinnaker training to get better at it.

)LQDOO\��JR�WR�UHJDWWDV��<RX�PD\�QRW�ZLQ�D�ORW�RI�UDFHV�DW�ÀUVW��EXW�\RX�
will learn quickly from your losses. Pick regattas suitable to your 
H[SHULHQFH��*UDGH���DQG���IRU�MXVW�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG��*UDGH���ZKHQ�\RX�IHHO�
FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKH�JDPH��WKHQ�*UDGH���ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�UHDG\�WR�UHDOO\�
FKDOOHQJH�\RXUVHOI���:KHQ�QRW�UDFLQJ��REVHUYH�WKH�UDFLQJ��2IIHU�WR�ULGH�
with the umpires (they are often more than willing to let you ride and 
REVHUYH��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�OHDUQ�D�WRQ�IURP�GRLQJ�VR��

I encourage you to keep a notebook, so you can build on your 
experiences and not repeat mistakes if possible. Make sections for 
boat handling, boat speed in the various boats you will sail, and tactics 
in the prestart, upwind and downwind legs, and in the penalty killing 
area. Also keep a section for questions, and look for opportunities to 
get them answered. Most good match racers enjoy sharing what they 
know and helping others learn quickly.



8VHIXO�5HVRXUFHV

CALENDARS

,6$)�8SFRPLQJ�(YHQWV��XQGHU�´'LVFLSOLQHµ�VHOHFW�´0DWFK�
5DFLQJµ�
US Sailing Match Racing Page
&KLFDJR�0DWFK�5DFH�&HQWHU�
Sail Sheboygan
Oakcliff Sailing
1RUWK�8�&OLQLFV
Women’s International Match Racing Association 
�:,05$�

86�&+$03,216+,36�$1'�6(5,(6

86�6DLOLQJ�:RPHQҋV�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�&KDPSLRQVKLS
86�6DLOLQJ�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�&KDPSLRQVKLS
,&6$�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�1DWLRQDOV
&DOLIRUQLD�'UHDPLQҋ�6HULHV
86�*UDQG�6ODP�6HULHV
*UHDW�/DNHV�(YHQWV��<58*/�
6R&DO�<RXWK�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�6HULHV��62'$�

1257+�8�5(6285&(6

1RUWK�8�+RPHSDJH
Match Racing Playbook by Dave Perry
0DWFK�5DFLQJ�E\�+HQU\�0HQLQ�DQG�-RKQ�&XWOHU
Welcome to Match Racing - free, introductory 
DVD

5(6285&(6�$1'�&217$&76

US Sailing Resources for Match Racing
ISAF Match Racing Rankings
0DWFK�5DFLQJ�&DOO�%RRN
86�6DLOLQJ�/LVW�RI�0DWFK�5DFLQJ�&RQWDFWV

,17(51$7,21$/�6(5,(6

Alpari World Match Racing Tour
Women’s International Match Racing Series

http://www.sailing.org/regattasearch.php?nocache=1&includeref=regattasearch&regattaname=&regattavenue=&regattacountry=&regattadiscipline=1&regattatype=&regattaclass=&regattagrade=&regattamonth=&regattayear=2013
http://www.sailing.org/regattasearch.php?nocache=1&includeref=regattasearch&regattaname=&regattavenue=&regattacountry=&regattadiscipline=1&regattatype=&regattaclass=&regattagrade=&regattamonth=&regattayear=2013
http://www.sailing.org/regattasearch.php?nocache=1&includeref=regattasearch&regattaname=&regattavenue=&regattacountry=&regattadiscipline=1&regattatype=&regattaclass=&regattagrade=&regattamonth=&regattayear=2013
http://racing.ussailing.org/Match_Racing/Match_Racing_Calendar.htm
http://chicagomatchrace.com/events/
http://www.sailsheboygan.org/calendar.php
http://www.oakcliffsailing.org/calendar
http://www.northu.northsails.com/OntheWater/MatchRacing/tabid/1366/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.wimra.org/Regatta.asp
http://www.wimra.org/Regatta.asp
http://championships.ussailing.org/Adult/USWMRC.htm
http://championships.ussailing.org/Adult/USMRC.htm
http://collegesailing.org/championships/
http://www.lbyc.org/userfiles/file/Cal.%20Dreamin'%20Series%202013-2014/2013-2014_CDS_NOR.pdf
http://www.usamatchracing.com/2013/
http://www.yrugl.org/MatchRacing.html
http://www.fleetracing.net/event.cfm?id=600&fleet_id=5
http://www.northu.com/
http://www.northu.northsails.com/OntheWater/MatchRacing/MatchRacingPlaybook/tabid/26733/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.northu.northsails.com/OntheWater/MatchRacing/MeninMatchRacingBookonCD/tabid/26731/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.northu.northsails.com/OntheWater/MatchRacing/FreeWelcometoMatchRacingDVD/tabid/19542/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.northu.northsails.com/OntheWater/MatchRacing/FreeWelcometoMatchRacingDVD/tabid/19542/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://racing.ussailing.org/Match_Racing.htm
http://www.sailing.org/rankings/match/index.php
http://www.sailing.org/documents/caseandcall/call_book_match.php
http://racing.ussailing.org/Match_Racing/Match_Racing_Resources/Match_Race_Contacts.htm
http://wmrt.com/
http://www.wimrs.com/

